6                  PROFESSOR CLIFFORD'S

been enlarged and sifted by scientific methods, a
complete revolution, he conceived, would take
place in the whole of it. In this revolution, as
we have said already, he aspired to play a pro-
minent part. What was the part he actually did
play in it is what we propose to enquire in the
present article. Of his merits as a professor
we shall say but little. We shall confine our-
selves to considering how far those merits had
fitted him to be an instructor of the world in
general.

Now, our own verdict is that they had not
fitted him at all; nor should we consider him in
this capacity as worth discussion if it were not
for one reason. That reason is the reverence
that has been given him in England by those of
his own way of thinking ; and these are none
other than that school of science and of progress
which at the present moment has secured the
ear of the world. If, therefore, in Clifford's
writings we find but little of the sort of wisdom
we are speaking of, we shall find what has
passed for wisdom with those who pass for wise;
so much so that in the volumes now before us
we seem to have a reflection of the state of
philosophical knowledge and practical sagacity